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SOCIAL LANDSCAPE OVER TIME

q ASHELY ALKER MD &
“ @aalkermd
ER doc here.

My net worth is NEGATIVE 400k in student loans. I'm
34 with no retirement.| spent my whole life in school.If |
was going to pick a job for the money,it WOULD NOT
have been medicine. Frontline workers are risking their
lives during this pandemic.

We deserve better.

&35, Bernie Sanders &

What America leads in:

Marshall Steinbaum 4,
@ @Econ_Marshall

wealth gap is reduced.

#1: Covid-19 cases

#1: Medical debt

#1: Prescription drug prices

#1: Deaths from lack of insurance
#1: Student debt

The more student debt you cancel, the more the racial #1: Prisoners

#1: Gun violence
#1: Military spending

,’ Bernie Sanders &
@SenSanders

If Trump could get $287 million of his debt canceled
for his bogus real estate deals, please don't tell me we
can't cancel the student debt of 45 million Americans
who committed the "crime" of getting a college

#1: Trade deficit
#1: Billionaires

We need to change our national priorities.

education.

‘f & Joe Biden @
7 @JoeBiden

From the climate crisis to student debt and gun
violence — there's so much on the line in this election,
and young people have the power to own the outcome.

So vote, and let's build a better future together:
iwillvote.com

Alex Bruesewitz
@alexbruesewitz

If you're a college educated individual who is burdened
with student loan debt & planning on voting for
@JoeBiden

Reconsider

It was Biden that caused the student debt crisis, not
@realDonaldTrump

Biden doesn't care that the system is broken for you,
because it's fixed for him
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SOCIAL DASHBOARD*

TOP HASHTAGS
137.6 thousand #ForgiveStudentDebt

Mentions #Vote2020
#TeamBidenHarris
#VOTE
#CancelStudentDebt

NOTABLE INFLUENCERS

NET 16%

SENTIMENT Positive
Breakdown of
posts with an

identifiable 84%

) 238.5K engagements
sentiment Negative

reach

During the last two weeks, the presidential election featured prominently in
social conversations as both |eft and right leaning users took to Twitter to
use the student debt crisis to advocate for their respective candidates. As he
has been for several years, Sen. Bernie Sanders was a leading influencer in
the conversation. He shared two posts, one roundly criticizing America for
its student debt, COVID-19 cases, and other challenges and one arguing
explicitly for cancelling student debt.

The tone of the conversation was overwhelmingly negative as users shared
their anger over the lack of government action on student debt. Notably,
posts mentioning former Vice President Joe Biden were typically positive.
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It will be important to monitor how a Biden win could change the tone of
this conversation in the coming months.

Very few of the posts discussed practical implications of debt cancellation
such as large tax increases to cover costs, fairness for working class
taxpayers, tuition spikes, tax implications for beneficiaries and windfalls for
wealthy borrowers.

Influencers typically dominate mentions, but everyday Americans are also
driving this topic. Over 95% of posts in the last two weeks came from users
with fewer than 10,000 followers. Users who shared personal stories often
garnered thousands of engagements.

*Analysis completed on 11/06/2020


https://twitter.com/AnandWrites/status/1323735003281432577
https://twitter.com/alexbruesewitz/status/1323413985887199233
https://twitter.com/BernieSanders/status/1322976651559555074
http://twitter.com/SenSanders/status/1321519338281672705
https://twitter.com/realUMaineDems/status/1323441503960748038
https://twitter.com/YohuruWilliams/status/1320152054531280896
https://twitter.com/aalkermd/status/1320449340897402880

IMPLICATIONS

Canceling student debt was not part of Joe Biden's original
platform. He adopted the position only after Senators
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren had exited the race. The
timing suggests that his support may have been driven
by a desire to shore up the left wing of the Democratic
party.

As with any new presidential administration, student debt
cancellation will be one of many campaign promises that will
be tested in the coming months. While the grassroots nature
of support might be encouraging in some respects, this topic
received only moderate social coverage — 137.6K posts in 14
days compared to 597.8K posts related to universal
healthcare. The lack of a unified and powerful voice, in
addition to the absence of active support from well-
heeled interest groups will likely make this an uphill
battle for activists.




